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Rintfleisch massacres
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Rintfleisch or Rindfleisch movement was a series of massacres against Jews in 12981 The event, in later terminelogy a pogrom, was the first
large-scale persecution in Germany since the First Crusade.

History jeat)

It occurred in the Franconian region during the civil strife between the elected King of the Romans, Count Adolf of Nassau, and his Habsburg rival Duke
Albert of Austria, when Imperial authority, traditionally concemed with the protection of the Jews, had temporarily collapsed. Already in 1287, the death of
Werner of Oberwesel in the Rhineland had been blamed on Jews, and about 500 were killed in revenge, followed by a series of blood libels. When finally
King Adolf was deposed and killed in the Battle of Gollheim on 2 July 1298, the Franconian nobility gathered at Albert's election in Frankfurt

‘When at the same time the Jews in the Hohenlohe town of Rattingen were accused of having obtained and desecrated a consecrated host, one "Lord
Rindtfleisch”, who the sources refer to either as an impoverished knight or—more probably—a butcher (the term Rindfieisch means "beef" in modern
German spelling), gathered a mob around him and burned the Rottingen Jews on Sunday, April 20. Rintfleisch declared to have received a mandate from
heaven to avenge the sacrilege and exterminate the Jews. The Colmar Deminican Rudolph refers to him in Latin as a carnifex,?l i e butcher or
executioner, but it is not clear if Rudolph meant his original profession, or his behaviour as a slaughterer of the Jews ! According to contemporary
sources, the Lord of Réttingen, Kraft von Hohenlohe, was encumbered with debts to Jewish lenders.

After this, he and his mob went from town to town and killed all Jews that fell under their control, destroying the Jewish communities at Rothenburg ob
der Tauber, Wurzburg, Bamberg, Dinkelsbuhl, Nardlingen and Forchheim. In the Free Imperial City of Nuremberg, the Jews sought refuge in the fortress
and were assisted by the Christian citizens, but Rintfleisch overcame the defenders and butchered the Jews on 1 August. The Narmberger Memorbuch
contains the names of thousands of murdered Jews in numerous cities, among them Mordechai ben Hillel, a pupil of Meir of Rethenburg, with his wife
and children. The communities at Regensburg and Augsburg alone escaped the mass killing, as the cities’ magistrates protected them. Spreading from
Franconia to Bavaria and Austria, the persecutors destroyed 146 communities, and about 20,000 Jews were killed g

The Austrian Chronicle of 95 Seigneurs about 100 years later alleged that King Albert | finally had Rintfleisch arrested and hanged. The cities in which
Jews had been killed were required to pay fines to the king
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l{asherlng wo types of libun kal

As noted, Rema is allowing for leniency based on the opinion of Hago’os
Maimonios that this form of kashering is actually libun. Rema refers to this
lenient form of libun as “libun kal” (lite libun) (in contrast to “full libun”

A systematic analysis of
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as a means of developing referred to as libun gamur), and we will see that that term “libun kal” is
L“":’"f"::‘i:’:"°"s::d also used to describe a similar method of kashering that replaces hag’alah.
industrial settings While both are referred to by the same name (libun kal) and the required
temperature is even described using the same words, “kash nisraf’, in
Written by: . . . 8
e truth these two forms of kashering are not identical.

eRetioster We have seen that according to Hago’os Maimonios the requirement for

B D RN D70 DD IR0 libun is that the utensil be heated to the point that straw would burn on

A2WNR RIT N7 27N (M2 N2van 1701 T the other side of the pan. This ruling is taken literally (and will be described

SR PRR Jrn awbhw v on in more detail below), but the same is not true of /ibun which is performed

ITN1 MIXIX® X INDHR oW Y 1avn in place of hag’alah. That is because that kashering is described as being

W1 wp arw N°% 3T PRT 0 e completed when the utensil reaches yad soledes bo on the “other side”,

and the Rishonim merely state that the shiur of kash nisraf is the test that
the utensil has reached that temperature.® In other words, yad soledes bo
could theoretically be measured by touching your hand to the utensil to
see if your hand (yad) pulls back (soledes) from the heat. Therefore, a
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A9YAID P MA AT 2 W wp PR DpD common way to measure was to put a piece of straw on the utensil to see
AR I W WP IPRT LNEp PR VI if it burns. Thus, when libun kal is performed in place of hag’alah, the
0PN 1YYm wKA 5y Wwnww WX "aY utensil must be yad soledes bo (with kash nisraf being hotter than the
s599 Al i) X5 12 N0 W 0N ]1:!’51 required temperature), but when libun kal is performed in place of libun

Jabm XBNRDA AND 3MIWRN 1N 97V W gamur, a true kash nisraf is required.*

Rav Heineman explained that this interpretation —that libun entails heating
the utensil until it is red hot —can be inferred from the word “Jibun”, wh s
literal translation is “whitening”. This refers to the f.aCt that when meta| js
heated sufficiently, it emits electromagnetic radiation which we see 5 5
change in color, first red, then orange, yello.w, and eve.ntuallly white. As it
is almost impossible to heat a utensil until it turns white without melting
it, we understand that Chazal intended that we should heat the metal ynti|
the “whitening” process begins. This means that the utensil does not haye
to actually become white hot, rather, it must begin becoming white, ie_
red hot. Based on this explanation, he said that the utensil does not have
to turn cherry red, but rather as soon as it exhibits any redness,” /ibun has
been completed.®

& The chief metallurgist at a steel company which produces cRc certified products reported that the
temperature at which metal turns red depends on the level of “redness” one is seeking, as follows:
e Color

752.....Red heat visible in the dark

885.....Red heat visible in the twilight

975.....Red heat visible in the daylight

1077 ....Red heat visible in the sunlight

1292....Dark red

1492 ....Dull cherry-red

1652....Cherry-red

1832....Bright cherry-red

Thus, it appears that the difference of opinion noted in the text may revolve around the issue
whether the redness of the metal must be visible even in the daytime or even justin the dark (see the
earlier text).



